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It really is hard to believe that the end of 2010 is upon us.  When looking back at the 

school year to date I marvel at the work that has been done, by so many dedicated and 

talented individuals across our school district, in the area of mathematics.   Our MCATs 

(Math Curricular Action Teams) have worked diligently to complete the initial drafts of 

the curriculum guides and the MLAT (Math Leadership Action Team) continues to meet 

on a monthly basis to work on defined action items that will improve mathematics teach-

ing and learning for our K-12 system.  Though the work has been moving along on a 

steady course we have had one significant “hiccup” to work through.  As everyone 

knows the Math Benchmark Assessments, which were to be administered to grades 4 

through 12, had some problems.  It is important to acknowledge that these errors were 

not due to some lack of participation or information on our part.  It is also important to 

note that our concerns and the dismay we have, regarding these assessments, will be 

see MBAs (Continued on page 3) 

M L A T 
R E P O R T  

D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r

 I
s

s
u

e
 

We thank all who provided comments on their implementation of the math curricular 

guides recently through their individual and PLC comments on the Curricular Guide Feed-

back forms.  That information will be given to the MLAT and MCAT members as further 

refinements are made on future editions.  Through this process other experts, not di-

rectly involved with the process, are able to contribute to our plan for improving mathe-

matics teaching and learning. 

By the end of November most grade/course MCATs finished the initial version of their 

curricular guides, which have been published and electronic versions sent out to each 

building.  Although the 3rd, 5th, and 8th grade documents are not quite ready to be pub-

see Curricular Guides (Continued on page 3) 

Special Points of Interest: 

● Math Benchmark As-

sessments and staying 

the course. 

● Release of the Curricular 

Guides. 

● See  reports of our pro-

gress from all three 

MLAT subcommittees: 

Core Math Program, 

High-Quality Math In-

struction, Assessment 

System, & Intervention 

Program. 

My MLAT Notes: 

Kathy’s Key Computations 

 T h e  B u s h m a n  B r a c k e t 
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The Assessment Subcommittee has been assigned the 

following tasks: 

Assist in the development of district-wide standards 

based common assessments for all learners (formative, 

interim, summative, and screening); 

Gather existing assessments from each grade/course; 

Incorporate assessments into the curriculum guides; 

Assist in the development of CBAs; and 

Help establish a system-wide universal screening process 

and tools for all learners K-12. 

As  a starting point, we deter-

mined that we should identify and 

categorize the assessments for 

math that are utilized district wide. 

As part of the process we would 

notate what grade level was as-

sessed as well as the language of 

the assessment. 

MAP 3rd-12th grade English 

MSP 3rd-12th grade English 

Supera   2nd-8th grade Spanish 

EOC 9th-12th grade English 

This process generated further 

questions, such as: 

What do we have available for 

Russian students? 

What Universal Screener do we have in place? 

 Where do the Math Benchmark Assessments fit in? 

In addition, we identified some Diagnostic Assessments 

that were used in the district, although not at every build-

ing and/or grade level (First Steps, Kathy Richardson’s K-

2nd diagnostics, & Success Maker computer program).  

As we gather the various assessment pieces we will create 

a formatted document to show what we have in place. 

Then we will begin to gather already-made assessments 

from each grade level as well as content area.  

The MLAT Core Math Program Subcommittee reviewed the 

list of Supplemental Materials for each grade level and 

compared it to the Gaps Analysis created by the members 

of the WINN group. The Curriculum Guides for grades K, 1, 

2, 4, 6, 7, Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2 have been 

completed. Grades 3, 5, 8 are almost done and should be 

released soon.  

Our team continues to refine the curriculum guides. We 

are looking at the supplemental 

materials which can strengthen  the 

core Adopted Curriculum. Teachers 

and math coaches are writing les-

sons to fill the identified gaps. 

Some materials have been pur-

chased to help fill in gaps, for ex-

ample Wooden Number Cards (see 

image below).  First grade teachers 

have a new tool to help with PE 

1.1.C Read aloud numerals from 0 

to 1000. First grade teachers will 

be able to utilize the Montessori 

Large Wooden Number Cards to 

teach place value. Each set in-

cludes 2 large wooden cards and 3 

small wooden place value cards of 

different lengths depending on 

their place value to show children 

how our decimal number system works. 

This recommendation was made by Kristi 

Bafus, first grade teacher at Longfellow 

Elementary School. In addition, Rebecca 

Oxford, math coach at Whittier Elemen-

tary School, found a unique publishing 

opportunity with pearsoncustom.com/k12-custom/ 

that will allow our district to custom publish gap lessons in 

one book. Fifth grade teachers will be the first to benefit in 

the area of Adding and Subtracting Decimals, Adding Frac-

tions and Mixed Numbers, Measurement and Shapes. 

Core Math Program Assessment System 
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lished, the involved MCAT members are working diligently 

to get them completed soon. 

As the MCAT groups reconvene in January they will con-

tinue to refine, develop, and find the best possible re-

courses to support mathematics instruction for all district 

teachers.  We will send out periodic surveys to elicit as 

many voices as possible on this work. 

Curricular Guides (Continued from page 1) 
clearly articulated to OSPI by our central office administra-

tion.  This was unacceptable and created needless anxiety 

and frustration for our teachers and students.   Having said 

that it is important for all of us not to become “derailed” by 

this situation.  We must remain constant with the great 

work that we have been doing and continue on course as 

we strive to improve mathematics instruction for the bene-

fit of all of our teachers and students.   I congratulate and 

thank you all for your continued efforts and look forward to 

the work that we will continue to do together in the new 

year!  

MBAs (Continued from page 1) 

The high quality instruction subcommittee reviewed the 

tasks that had been assigned to our subcommittee.  Our 

subcommittee and the rest of the MLAT, in concert with 

district administration decided to publish and disseminate 

the completed initial drafts of each curricular guide by early 

December and that the process to refine and add to each 

guide would proceed throughout the rest of the school 

year.  This action allows a completed sequence of units for 

each grade/course over the entire year (not all grades had 

a completed year sequence when the curricular guides 

were first published in August). 

Our subcommittee then began work on a survey we would 

like to send out to staff.  We were hoping to have a Zoom-

erang survey created with a rating system of 1 (low) to 4 

(high) with room for comments and the grade level and 

building of each teacher identified.  Our goal is have the 

survey out to staff in 30 days and analyze the results 

within 60 days.  

Intervention System 
The Intervention System subcommittee continues to 

gather information from each building on current interven-

tion plans and strategies to aid them in developing a dis-

trict focus.  They are also gathering the current research 

and best practices of a tiered system, including visits to 

neighboring districts who are finding success in with their 

programs.  A group of educators will be observing classes 

in the Walla Walla School District in January or early Febru-

ary and meeting with an intervention specialist there as 

well. 

High-Quality Math Instruction 


